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DERCENCGY of BEHAVIOUR 
AT THE 


TABLE or Tue LORD, &. 


Denmark: Street, July 31, 1770. 
S IR, 


' ORE than ſeven weeks have now elapſed, ſince after the 
Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, at the Tabernacle, 
it was obſerved in the veſtry, not only by me, but by my fellow- 
labourers in the Goſpel, Mr. Neale and Mr. Joyce, as well as 
other brethren then preſent, that many communicants, entered 
the aſſembly after the prayer of conſecration was read; and like- 
wiſe, that a very conſiderable number immediately withdrew, as 
. ſoon as they had received the ſacred elements; and one of our 
brethren declar'd that he had ſeen one enter the congregation, 
immediately approach the table, ſwallow the bread and wine, 
and then retife : we all agreed that ſuch behaviour was very in- 
decent and diſorderly, quite unbecoming our 20 felemn meeting, 
offenſive to many of God's dear children, and grievous to the 
very ſouls and ſpirits of his miniſters, We ſaw moreover that 
miniſters, by virtue of their office, are enjoin'd from the oracles of 


God to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long ſuffering and doc- 


trine. At the ſame time alſo, we by the grace of our God and 
common Saviour, determined to diſcharge this part of our ſacred 
function. The next Lord's day therefore at our end of the town 
oy Neale began his teſtimony again? this diſorder, at the 
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ſame time obſerving that they who frequent the Tabernacle are | 


herein much more reprehenſible, _— the congregation at Tot- 
tenham-chapel, | 

© As I was herein intirely 3 with him, and as the Lord 
had enabled him to ſpeak pretty plainly upon the ſubject, I 
thought for the preſent it might ſuffice, reſerving the chief 
of what had to ſay upon this head till next Lord's day, determin- 
ing then, through grace, to attack the monſter in its ſtronger 
hold. According te the ability therefore which God gave, I 
then lift up my voice againſt it, and began to feel a little of that 


zeal for God's houſe, concerning which it is written, it did eat 


my maſter up; I obſerved that it was a cuſtom ſcandalous to 
ſtrangers, offenſive to God's children, grievous to his miniſters, 
and contrary to the cuſtom of the churches. I told the congre- 
_ - gation that when once a poor woman, brought by her ſon to 


Tottenham-chapel, was aſked by. him, how the approv'd of 


Mr. W- d and his doctrine; ſhe anſwer'd, I approve his doc- 
trine much, and cannnot but love, and yet at the ſame time, pity 
the dear gentleman ; why. ſo, mother, replied the ſon ? becauſe ma- 


ny ſeem little to regard him, ſaith the mother; ſurely they are a 


wicked people, they come in and'go out, while the dear gentle- 
man is preaching ; indeed ſon they make the place more like a 
fair than a houſe of God. And what, ſaid I, would the good 
woman have ſaid, had ſhe obſerved ſuch behaviour at the more 
ſolemn ordinance of our religion, the Lord's ſupper ? 

After our aſſembly, was over, brother Neale, and our brethren in 
the veſtry, declar'd their approbation of what had been ſaid, and 
we all hop'd that through the divine bleſſing it might have good 
effect. And bleſſed he our God, we preſently: began to find it ope- 
rate, many declar'd that it was a cuſtom which had much priev'd 
them, as well as dear Mr. W d and other miniſters, and that 
they ſhould be very, glad to ſee it quite extirpated ; but on the 
other hand, ſoon after I receiv'd a letter from you, Sir, who are 
to meunknown, endeavouring to prove the neceſſity of ſuch a cuſ- 
tom, and at the ſame time accuſing us poor miniſters, thinking 1 


ſuppoſe that by. recrimination you might heal the wounded | 


monſter, and, make it ſtrong again. 
As the cauſe was a public cauſe, according to the grace given 
unte me, 1 gave it ip. the fame place a public anſwer; and 
through 
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through the mercy and power of our God, the monſter receiv'd a a 
yet more deadly wound. Upon which I receiv'd a ſecond letter 
from you, its former advocate, accuſing me of not meeting my 
opponent at a proper time and place.” As to the time, bleſſed. 
be the Lord it was a very good time, and I can ſay in ſpite of 
all contradiction, the Lord my God was with me of a truth: 
As to the place, I think it was both good and proper; good, for 
what better place on earth than- the houſe of God? Proper, 
for there were preſent God's people, an innumerable Company 
of the Church of the firſt-born, the elect Angels, Jeſus the Medi- 
ator of the new Covenant, and God the Judge of all. Surely, 
Sir, theſe were proper witneſſes; proper, for you tell me, Sir, that 
at that place there are other advocates for this monſter beſides 
you, what place then ſo proper to attack a ſkulking enemy in, 
as in that very place where we ſee and hear that he ſkulks. 

But ſaith my opponent, ©* All Laymen cannot write any more 
than all Miniſters preach, otherwiſe I ſhould have more letters 
diſapproving this my conduct.“ As to your reflections on Miniſ- 
ters, Jam at a loſs to know againſt whom it is levell'd. If it 
ſhould be at me, it proves the ſhaoter to be a flattering hypocrite, 
becauſe in his former letter he writes of my /abours, zeal, fidelity, 
&c. and therefore not worthy of the leaſt regard, If it ſhould 
aim at others, as I know not who they are, *twill be time enough 
to conſider it, when I know their names. And as dear Sir, I have 
receiv'd no letters upon this account but yours, I think the reflec- 
tion upon your party is not very polite ; you treat them not as gen- 
tlemen or as ſcholars : what Sir ? can none of them write but you ? 
if ſo, methinks they are not very terrible on account of their pro- 
found literature, But methinks I hear you ſay, I mean, Sir, they can- 
not write 10 avell as I, tis at this weapon I challenged you, and your 
having recourſe to another manner of fighting was neither like a gen- 
tleman, a ſcholar, or a chriſtian.” Pray, Sir, have a little patience; 
you have already heard my reaſons for thus fighting ; however, by 
thegrace of my God I will herein alſo give you ſatisfaction; not that 
at this weapon, I boaſt of abilities ſuperior to my neighbours, but 
believing that my cauſe is good, and truſting in the God of truth 
and order, as the poet ſaith, veniam quocungue vocaris. Yea, I will 
likewiſe meet you with this weapon, being firmly perſwaded, 885 | 
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ke who could manage and give weight to the one, can dothe ſame 
to this alſo. I ſhall therefore now proceed to reconfider your 
former epiſtle, and more particularly examine your letter. I will 
endeavour to weigh what you have wrote in the defence of this 
diſorderly cuſtom in the cool balance of reaſon, and in the ſacred 
ſcales of the ſanctuary. I ſhall take a little notice of the recri- 
minating part of your letter, make a few obſervations from the 


whole, and then, Sir, preſent you the reſult of my Ns 
thoughts ſpread upon cool paper. 


Firſt then, T again affirm, that for companies of communi- 
cants to come into the aſſembly after the reading the prayer 
of conſecration, and retire as ſoon as they have received the 


conſecrated elements, is very indecent behaviour, and not 


according to the cuſtom of the churches. As to the indecency 
of this behaviour, ſurely no man of common ſenſe or man- 
ners, can, upon cool deliberation, deny it. Offer ſuch behavi- 
eur at the table of your earthly governour, will he be pleaſed with 
it, or accept your perſons, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ? Mal. i. 8. Would 
not perſons abruptly coming in and ſitting down after the table 
was bleſs'd, and then having precipitately devour'd ſome of the 
bounty of the maſter of the feaſt, as abruptly withdrawing, be- 


fore thanks were return'd, indicate their want of decency, 


good manners, or ſenſe. But again, to come yet if poſſible more 
cloſe to the matter in hand, ſuppoſe yourſelf a maſter of a family 
conſiſting of twenty perſons ; like Abraham and Joſhua you ap- 
point the hours, and command your houſhold to ferve the Lord, 
but ſometime after you have begun your devout exerciſe, five of 
theſe upon ſome trifling pretences, interrupt you and the reſt, by 
abruptly entering ; and as many more, underlike pretences, give 
you 2 like interruption by withdrawing before you have con- 
cluded ; would you not think this indecent and diſorderly ? 
Would not you preſently ſhew your diſpleaſure at ſuch a conduct? 
And peremptorily command the contrary? If I may judge by 
your apparent zeal for family duty, I think I may venture to 
afirm you would. And what! would you be zealous for decen- 
cy and order in the worſhip of God in your own houſe, and not 
in the houſe of God? Know you not that the Lord loveth the 


gates ↄf Sion more than all the dwellings. of Jacob? PC, lxxxvii. 2. 


Surely, my brother, herein you are like unto thoſe who pay tithe 
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of mist and aniſe, and cummin, and omit the weightier matters 
of the law; this you ought to have done and not to leave the 
other undone. 

But however indecent and diſorderly this 3 may be, 
you are quite ſure that *tis not contrary to the cuſlom of the 
churches, however this my error you think proceeded from 
ignorance.” I thank you, Sir, for your kind and charitable ex- 
cuſe, but at preſent I cannot ſee that I want it. For by the 
churches, I meant the churches of England and Scotland, the 
churches eſtabliſhed in theſe nations, or in other terms, church- 
men and diſſenters. For as we whom the preſent age is pleas'd to 
call Methodiſts, profeſs ourſelves churchmen or diſſenters, we 
cannot properly be conſidered as diſtin churches, but as 
branches of that church of which we profeſs ourſelves members ; 
and this confider'd, you yourſelf grant there is no ſuch cuſtom in 
the churches. But with reſpect to the former ſay you, would you 
then take and eſtabliſh thoſe as a ſtandard for practice, whoſe 
faith you yourſelf condemn, as not being ſcriptural.” To this 
I anſwer, *tis more than probable, that in both theſe (if not in 
all churches) there may be /ame whoſe faith is not ſcriptural ; 


but in the church of England you yourſelf allow, that there 


are /ome godly miniſters, - and conſequently there are ſome 
whoſe faith 1s ſcriptural ; ſo that. this your argument hath 
no foundation. But to be yet more particular; as, Sir, I call 
no man on earth Rabbi, ſo neither do I take any particular 
church as a ſtandard for every practice; however, when I find 

the particular practice of any church correſponding with the 
true ſtandard, even the word of God, I think I have no. reaſon 
ppon that account to reject ſuch a practice, but rather the more 
cordially to embrace it; becauſe, by two ar three witneſſes, the 
matter is more confirmed ; and however mean an opinion you 
may have (and perhaps not without too much reaſon) of many in 
the preſent church of England, the practice for which I contend, 


was tranſmitted to us by our pious anceſtors, and zealous re- 


formers, men who loved truth and righteouſneſs, and who count- 
ed not their lives dear unto 3 ſo that they might finiſh 


their courſe with joy. 
And now ee 1 hear you ſay, however that may be, 


2 © Your bringing the Church of Scotland as an argument is no 


proof 
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proof at all; and for a Miniſter of the Church of "29" BE. 
to advance Preſbytery into the chair for a rule of con- 
duct, in matters of faith, implies as much ſenſe in him, as Saul 
ſewed wiſdom, when he applied- to the Witch of Endor for 
advice.” Here, Sir; was you the greateſt Emperor who lives 
and breathes and reigns on this terraqueous globe, by the help 
of my bleſſed maſter, I would venture to tell you, that you write 
neither like a Gentleman, a Scholar, or a Chriſtian ; not like a 
Gentleman, for how great a meanneſs doth this ſpeech manifeſt ? 
how greatly bencath the dignity of a Gentleman is this compa- 
riſon? To compare his antagoniſt, whoſe zeal, labour, induſtry, 
and fidelity in his former letter he commended, to a reprobate 
Saul,—to' a Saul forſaken of God, to 4 Saul conſulting the 
Witch of Endor. Surely, Sir, in your former letter you was 
either a very great hypocrite, or when you wrote this you muſt 
grant that you did not write like a Centleman. Not like a 
Scholar ; for then, Sir, (not to inſiſt on your violating the rules 
of Grammar in other places) you would not have confounded 
matters of faith with matters of order; ſcholars, Sir, know how 
to diſtinguiſh matters of faith from matters of order. Not like a 
_ Chriſtian; for then would you have compared our ſiſter- church 
of Scotland to the Witch of Endor? Would you thus impiouſly, 
thus uncharitably, compare that church from whom ſo many 
bright luminaries, ſo many ſtars of the firſt magnitude in the fir- 
mament of the church of Chriſt have proceeded? witneſs her Knox, 
Wiſhart, Welſh, Cowper, Rutherford, Erfkines, &c. &c. I wot, 
Sir, that through ignorance, you have wrote this ; and therefore 
pray and hope that he who hath mercy and compaſſton on them 
that are ignorant and out of the way, wall pardon this your im- 
piety ; but as to my own part, I ſincerely declare unto you, 
that in my preſent light, I would not be the author of your 

two epiſtles for the wealth of the two Indies. 

But to proceed; you are very ſure that what I call an 
Indecent and diſorderly cuſtom, was the cuſtom at the tabernacle 
before Mr. W d went to America, and is even now the cuſ- 
tom at Mr. W——y'sand Mr. R-—e's.” As to its being the cuſtom 
at the tabernacle; before dear Mr. Whitefield went abroad, I am 
afraid it was too much ſo, to the great grief and vexation of the 

righteous ſoul of that choice and precious - inſtrument of Chriſt ; 
yea, I am very credibly — by one of his dear fellow- 
labourers 


e 

| Jabourers i in the Goſpel, that he hath known him to weep much 
upon that account. Such diſorderly behaviour might probably 
haſten his departure to, as well as prolong his viſit upon the Ame- 
rican ſhore. As to Mr. Welley, I know him to be a man of that 
order, that however he might excuſe perſons who might be taken 
ſuddenly ill, or ſome particular caſes of great neceſlity, I am ve- 
rily perſuaded he would be far from defending, much leſs ſrom 
applauding ſuch a conduct, as was at the Tabernacle on Trinity 
Sunday. As to this diſorder creeping in at Black- friars,  *tis not 
impoſſible but it may have been introduced by ſome who have ä 
taken it up elſewhere, and which perhaps Mr. Romaine hath not 
yet obſerved or conſidered, otherwiſe I am confident that he alfo 
is ſo much of a Churchman, that he neither would nor could 
vindicate ſuch a conduct; befides, at that time of the day, you 
yourſelf pretend there is not the ſame neceſſity : well ſay you, 
although there be no neceſſity at the Church, and at noon, yet 
there is 4 the Tabernacle, and in the morning. Whence, pray 
Sir, may it ariſe, why ſay you; © ſervants müſt depart to wait 
upon their maſters.” What! leave the banquet of their hea- 
venly maſter, to wait upon an earthly one? What! diſturb the 
order of God's houſe, under a pretence of keeping up that of 
tneir earthly maſter. Rather let them reply, as once a Courtier 
and State Officer when ſent for from church, replied to an Eng- 
liſh Monarch, his ſovereign liege and maſter; firſt let me make 
an end of paying my homage to the King of Kings, and then 
ſhall J more faithfully diſcharge my duty to his Majeſty, 

But you may ſay the ſervants of ſome maſters come without their 
knowledge, and therefore tis zeceſary they ſhould be at home be- 
fore their maſters awake; or at leaſt before they ariſe and appear in 
public.” This brings to my mind what J have heard related of aman 
in Leiceſterſhire, who had made an unrighteous will, of which the 
Miniſter being informed, defiied him the Sacrament ; upon which 
he ſends for his Attorney, and orders him to make another will 
to the ſatisfaction of the injured party; after this the Miniſter 
gives him the Sacrament, and then the poor wretch thinking he 
had been too tharp for them, burns the laft will, and leaves the 
unrighteous one in full force; ſigned, ſealed, and declated, to 
be his laſt will and teſtament. What think you, Sir, of ſuch an 


hypocritical communicant ? or of what advantage to ſuch a 
B one 
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one was the conſecrated bread and wine ? And pray how much 
more uprightly do thoſe ſervants behave, who think herein to be 
too cunning for their maſters, and 'as it were cheat them out of 
the Sacrament ? Let them therefore aſk their maſters leave ; and 
if their maſter herein be unreaſonable; if he will not permit 
them to come to the heavenly banquet, then let them (as they are 
not ſlaves, but the Lord's free-men) renounce his ſervice, toge- 
ther with their crooked practice; remembring that the earth is 
the Lord's, and the fullneſs thereof, and that he hath ſaid, I will 
never leave thee nor forfake thee. | 

But ſome ſay, if they ſtay till the ſervice is concluded, we 
mall not have time to attend upon the forenoon ſervice, at 
the Tabernacle or elſewhere.” How is it then that we Mi- 
niſters who tarry till all is over, and breakfaſt alſo, find 
time to begin at ten, to read prayers, preach, and adminiſter 
the ſacrament at Greenwich? I rather ſuppoſe ther&fore ſuch 
objectors mean we ſhall not have time enough to ſaunter, tri- 
fle, goflip. Nay, but ſay you, © there is a neceſſity for Mafters of 
a family to depart before the conchaſion, for the ſake of family 
«worſhip and order. Of all your pretences, this, before tis conſi- 
dered, is the moſt ſpecious ; of all your arguments, this you eſteem 
the moſt un aſwerable. But when tis duly conſider'd, *tis like 
a falling houſe which breaks itſelf in pieces, when encounter'd 
the {word of this Goliath will very well ſerve to cut off his own 
Head. For would you, Sir, for the ſake of order among eight or 
ten throw diſorder among four or five hundred? Would not this 
be ſtraining at a gnat and ſwallowing a camel ? Would you not 
herein reſemble that ſubaltern officer, who at the time of a gene- 
ral feview throws diſorder and confuſion among thouſands, by 
withdrawing his little company under a pretence of giving them a 
private diſcipline ? But again ; let this your paſt 2 be fully re- 
duced to practice, and what fine conſequences will follow ? For 
if it be neceſſary for maſters of families thus to withdraw, for the 
ſake of family worſhip, and order, for the ſame reaſon *tis neceſ- 
fary their wives, ſervants, and domeſtics, ſhould attend them, and 
then how few muſt be left around the ſacred table ! But once 
more; if it be zecefary that maſters of families muſt withdraw 
before all have communicated, for the ſake of family worſhip and 


order, are not we Miniſters alſo, maſters of families? Muſt not we 
then 
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then withdraw, for the ſake of family worſhip and order, before 
all have communicated ? And for the like reaſon, they alſo 
withdraw with us. Here would be prepoſterous work indeed ! 
Communicants without communicating, and an end without 
concluſion ! Here fee, oh ye advocates for diſorder in the houſe 
of God, your ſtrongeſt argument in all 1 its ſtrength ſtripped of its 
ſpecious glare, and ſhewn in its own proper colours ! Here be- 
hold your Goliath with all his boaſted nerves, by his own ſword 
hewn i in pieces! Hence learn, that if neceſſity requires one or- 
dinance to ſuperſede another, *tis better that the greater ſhould 
| ſuperſede the leſs, than that the leſs ſhould ſuperſede the oreater. 
But in the preſent caſe there is no need even for the one or the 
other ; after the ordinance is coneluded, if the advocates of 
diſorder in the houſe of God, would refrain from trifling, goſ- 
ſiping; cenſuring, back-biting, evil ſpeaking, miniſter-teaching, 
and ſuctflike, they would have at leaſt one half hour to go home 
and breakfaſt in, another for family worſhip, and another to re- 
pair to the houſe of God in. 

Having now, Sir, weighe@ what you have wrote in defence of 
this diſorderly cuſtom 1 in the balance of the ſanctuary, and found 
it wanting, I proceed to the recriminating part of your letter, 
and as the Lord ſhall enable, will endeavour to ſay the catechiſm 
you have ſet me.—And firſt then, ſaith my catechiſt, is your con- 
duct the moſt conſiſtent ?” If not, Sir, tis yours to ſhew wherein 
*tis inconſiſtent ; you know, Sir, the laws of our country do not 
compel the priſoner at the bar to accuſe himſelf. Do you begin 
always punctually?“ As brother Neale begins, this queſtion more 
immediately relates to him, however I ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
for us both ; why, Sir, we have, by the grace of our God, en- 
deavoured fo to do, moreover ſome have declared, that few for 
the time we have adminiſtered together, have herein better ſuc- 
ceeded ; but although we herein know nothing by ourſelves, 
he that juſtifieth us is the Lord, may he and his people judge in 
this matter? Do you endeavour to fave time? We hope fo, Sir, 
but herein alſo may the Lord and his people judge. Do you give 
ſhort, pertinent, and pithy exhortations, as you know is the uſual 
practice of dear Mr. Whitefield ?*” You know, Sir, there are di- 


verſities of gifts i in the Miniſters of Chriſt, and therefore it 
would 


5 Xa) | 
would-be vain, as well as abſurd, for us to pretend to have the 
ſame gifts as dear Mr. Whitefield. However, this, I think, we 
may humbly venture to ſay, that we have endeavoured to mi- 
niſter according to the gifts and grace of God given unto us, and 
that his grace hath not altogether been beſtowed upon us in vain ; 
our exhortations, ſuch as they have been, if we may credit the 
declarations of many of God's dear children, have, through 
mercy, been bleſſed unto many ſouls. But come we now to the 
ſecond part of our catechiſm. Was that like a Miniſter, when, 
at the ſacred table, you took a ſubje& in hand that carried you 
forth into ſucha warmth ?? As thro' mercy I can ſay, that my 
heart was warm with the love of Chriſt, and burned with a zeal 
for the order of his houſe, and for decency of behaviour at his 
facred table. I think it was, for the langnage of David 1s as I 
read it, Pf, Ixix. 9. The zeal of thine houſe hath even eaten 
mne up; and that this warmth in David the type, Was not 
contrary to the amiable perfections of Jeſus the antitype, is evi- 
dent, from his behaviour recorded, John ii; and from theſe very 


words of David being applied untohim upon that occaſion. But 


did not your warmth make you quite 2 ntelligible to, and much 
pitied by many of the auditory ??? So you ſay, Sir, but with reſpect 
to my being quite unintelligible, your letter is a very bad proof 
thereof; for if I was ſo very unintelligible in my exhortation, 
how came it about that you, or ſomebody for you, carried ſo 
much of it away. I ſuppoſe, Sir, there are not many exhortations 
of mine of which you have underſtood or remembered more. As 
to my being pitied by many of the auditory, I humbly hope but 
from another cauſe that may be true; for many of the dear children 
of God, knowing what contradictions in their duty mean, their 
tender hearts may ſympathize with and pity me; their language 
probably is, what pity 'tis that a Miniſter of Chriſt cannot diſ- 
charge his duty, and exerciſe his office without ſo much contra- 
diftion. I take it kind of them; but bleſſed be my God and 
Saviour, conſidering him who endured the croſs, deſpiſed the 
ſhame, and ſuffered contradictions, by his grace and ey, I do 
not as yet faint in my mind. 

And now, Sir, to make uſe of your own words, as you have 


been fo free with us, I hope you will bear with me when 1 ſpeak 
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a little freely with you, and in my turn alſo aſk you a few qu 


tions. And 1ſt, Sir, can you bring any precept from the ſacred 


| feriptures which commands the behaviour you defend? 24, Can 


you produce any example, except it be that of Judas, of whom 
it is written, after receiving he went immediately out? 3d, But 
is it not alſo written, that Satan had entered into him before? 
4th, Do you think that the example of Judas, when poſſeſſed 


and influenced by the Devil, is more worthy of your imitation 
than that of our Lord and his other Diſciples? 5th, Is not your | 


doctrins proved to be contrary to the cuſtom of the churches, 
and your ſtrongeſt arguments for its neceſſity cut in pieces ? 6th, 
Can you produce any one Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, that before 
God and the Congregation will pretend to defend or applaud 
your doctrine? 7th, Can you produce any one experienced, well- 
inſormed Chriſtian that will? 8th, Dare you yourſelf, before 
God and his people, ſtand up to defend this your exploded doc- 
trine ? gth, Did you duly conſider before you began your oppo- 
ſition, the words of the Apoſtle ; My brethren, be not many maſters, 
or S04oxaxu. teachers, knowing that we ſhall receive the greater 
condemnation. And laſtly, Have you not wiſhed you had never 
wrote, and already determined to write no more upon this 
ſubje&t ? Vou know you have. 

I have now, Sir, juſt an obſervation or two to make, and then 
I have done; and 1ſt, Whatſoever, Sir, you may think, I am 


an entire ſtranger to your perſon, and have induſtriouſly avoided 


enquiring into, or hearing any thing of your perſonal character, 


in order that in this caſe at leaſt I might have no knowledge of 


you after the fleſh; that if your character ſhould be reſpectable, 


as J hope it is, I might not be terrified or biaſſed from truth 
thereby; or if it ſhould prove the contrary, I might not contemn 


my adverſary, In ſhort, Sir, as far as I know myſelf, I can ap- 


peal to the ſearcher of hearts, that I have endeavoured to con- 


ſider this matter, abſtracted from perſon or perſons, with a ſingle 
eye to the glory of my God and Saviour, and a ſincere deſire for 
the better order of his houſe : be aſſured, therefore, that I love 
and honour your perſon, as I do that of all men, and when we 
are more acquainted, I hope we ſhall love one another better. 


; C 24, As. 
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2d, As by the grace of my God I am firmly perſuaded that my 
cauſe is good, and arguments concluſive, *tis my intention to 
publiſh this my anſwer, that the churches of Chriſt may read, 
and conſider, and judge betwixt us ; and if you ſtill retaining the 
ſame opinion, think it will more redound to your credit and 
honour, to ſubjoin yours alſo : ſignify to me this your pleaſure, 
and I will herein, as well as in. every other reaſonable reſpect, 


endeavour to oblige you. 


In the mean Time J am, 


Unknown SIR, - : 


For Chriſt's ſake,. 


Auguſt 3. The Servant of his Church, 


1770. 
And your ready Friend and Brother, 


* As the preceding epiſlle was read in the congregation after 
the adminiftration of the ſacrament, Auguſt 5th, 1770; and as I 
was very credibly inform'd, that you was not only preſent, but alſo. 
fo very near, that you muſt hear it every word, ſince you have not 
| Hignified your deſire of yours being printed, I have (after waiting a 
week) committed mine to the preſs, without yours, concluding. 
from your ſilence, that to be more agreeable to you. 
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